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1.A Good Idea

Tomorrow is a school holiday. Trudy and her friends were
discussing what to do tomorrow. Trudy said, “What shall we do?
Does anyone have any ideas?”

“I don’t have any money.” said Lenny. Trudy said, “We
may not need any money to have a wonderful holiday. We just
need a good idea.”

Daisy had a good idea, so she said, “Let’s make something
together. It is so much fun to make things with friends. We all
get to have something to keep at the end of the day.”

Everyone agreed this was a good idea, but they didn’t know
what to make. Then Lenny suggested, “Let’s make some puzzles.
I know an easy way to make one.” Everyone was eager to know
how to make a puzzle. Lenny continued, “We each draw a
pentagon, a shape with five sides of equal length, and then draw
five straight lines to divide it into five parts. Once it 1s done, we
cut each one into five pieces. Finally we exchange the pieces,
and we all try to put the puzzles back together again.”

“Let’s stick pictures onto pieces of cardboard,” Lily said.
“That will be more interesting than using plain paper.”

Everyone agreed this was a good idea, and they couldn’t wait to
make a puzzle together. Trudy provided all the materials they
needed. Lenny said, I think we can give a prize to the one who
solves the puzzle first. I think a reward makes the game more
fun.” Everyone agreed, so Lenny prepared a surprise gift for the
winner. Daisy said, “Then I shall get us something to eat. I will
prepare pizza and drinks. After we finish the puzzle, we can

have some food together.” Tomorrow is going to be a great party.
A puzzle party was indeed a good idea.



2.A perfect plan

When shopping in the United States or Canada, people can
return an item they have bought for a refund if they are not
pleased with it. Some people will jump at the chance to take
advantage of this rule to first meet their needs and then later
returning the item to get their money back. But things don’t
always go as planned.

One day, Judy and her two friends went shopping for the
upcoming prom. In the Ladies Department, Judy saw a beautiful
dress which cost one hundred Canadian dollars. She didn’t have
enough money at the time and wondered how she could buy it.
Suddenly, an idea came to her. Judy’s father had given her one
hundred dollars to buy a new calculator for math class. She
could use the money to buy the dress, wear the dress to the prom,
return it for a refund the next day and then get the calculator.
“What a perfect plan!” she said to herself.

Judy bought the dress as planned and tried it on at home.
“It fits well,” she said. However, as she was putting her make-up
on, a piece of lipstick broke off and fell on her dress, leaving a
big stain. Judy tried to wash the dress, but the stain wouldn’t
come off. The worst part was that the dress shrank after she
washed it. The store would never take it back now. Judy
couldn’t believe that she had messed everything up. She didn’t
know what she could do now.

Judy started to worry about how angry her father would be
once he found out what had happened. She decided to tell her
father the truth, and was grounded for two weeks. But, Judy
learned a good lesson from this experience. She learned that one
should not have too many wishes beyond one’s means. She also
learned that one should never lie.
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3.A Valuable Painting

Kenny was an art college student a few years ago. After he
graduated, he continued to paint. He enjoyed it very much and
wished to have his own art exhibition in a gallery one day.
People think that Kenny’s paintings are too modern to
understand, such as a man with the bottom half of a horse. It is
hard for people to know the meaning of the image in the
painting. Kenny has to do a lot of odd jobs to earn his living at a
publishing house. However, he keeps on painting whenever he
has some time. He doesn’t want to give up his dream.

One day, a man came to the publishing house where Kenny
works. Over the next few days, Kenny had talked with him for
several times. He learned that the man owned a big gallery in
town. Therefore, Kenny invited the man to come to his place. He
wanted the man to take a look at his paintings. Kenny told the
man, “Since you have your own art gallery, you must have the
ability to judge art. Can you come to my place and give me
some advice on my paintings?” The man agreed that he would
come to Kenny’s apartment to see his work. The next day in the
evening, the man arrived at Kenny’s place. He looked at
Kenny’s paintings. However, to Kenny’s disappointment, the
man didn’t say anything about his paintings at all. Suddenly, the
man noticed something on a small table. There was a smile on
his face. He pointed to the piece of work and said, “This one is
really good and worth quite a bit of money!” The man continued,
“I like this one very much!” “But,” Kenny cried out, “it is the

canvas on which I clean my brushes.”



4.People at Work

Most people have jobs, and they go to work almost every
day. Some people are very lucky because they can have a lot of
fun or make a lot of money doing their jobs. However, most
people are not so lucky because their jobs aren’t much fun and
don’t make them much money.

It is often the case that many interesting jobs are very hard.
For these kinds of jobs people have to learn how to do the job
for a long time before they start working. For example, doctors
study for six or more years after they are finished university.
Pilots have to study even longer. They have to learn to fly small
airplanes at the beginning, and then slowly they move up to fly
bigger and bigger planes. Most pilots are over thirty years old.

Some young people have good luck and get to work in
interesting and well-paying jobs. For example, there are many
good athletes who are young. Football and tennis players are
often under thirty-five years old. Older people usually cannot
play these sports very well because they cannot move very
quickly. However, golf is a good sport for older people. There
are many good golfers who are quite old.

Many people keep working until they retire at sixty or
sixty-five years old. When they stop working, they have a lot of
free time. However, some people never stop working at all.
These people usually have very interesting jobs. They have so
much fun doing their jobs that they don’t want to give them up.
For example, many writers, artists, musicians, and actors keep

working until they die. To these people, their work is their lives.

13



5.The Best Mother

[ can remember thinking to myself that my mother was a
horrible mother. She asked me to do piles of things every day,
like cleaning my room, eating vegetables, and studying. Now I
know that it’s not true, because I met the worst mother in the
world last summer. Her name is Carmen, and she is one of the
most selfish people I have ever seen.

First of all, she had her children at a very young age.
Sometimes this could work out wonderfully, but not in her case.
She had no medical care during pregnancy. Also, she smoked
and drank up until she had a child.

Her children are allowed to do anything they want to do.
It seems to be good; however, it is not. For example, her
children do not have a bedtime. They stay up late watching TV,
so they get up late for school. Their mother doesn’t help them
get ready, either. If they miss the school bus, they stay
home—and often by themselves.

My mother is a responsible mother. She puts family at the
first place all the time. She takes good care of me and my
younger brothers. Also, she reminds us to be nice people. I don’t
think I could cook every day for twelve years, but my mother
did.

My mother said to me, “Love well, whip well. I love you,
and that is the reason why I spend so much time teaching and
correcting you.” Sometimes I think badly about my mother, and
] always remember the story of Carmen. How lucky I am! I have
the best mother in the world.

The mother’s day is coming. On this special day, I want to
say “mother, thank you so much for everything you have done

for me. I love you.”



